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Out-of-School Technology Programs:

Creating Bright Futures for Youth 
MGS Consulting Inc. conducted a multi-year, multi-program evaluation of youth technology programs for the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation’s Community Access to Technology (CAT) program.  Finally – we have hard data that shows that technology programs create bright futures for youth!

Top Three Things We Learned

( Participation increases potential for future success.  
Participants greatly reduced their risk of engaging in problem behaviors, such as alcohol use, violence, illicit drug use and sexual activity; and increased their likelihood of engaging in positive activities such as succeeding in school and maintaining good relationships with family members.
( Participation increases technical fluency, vital in today’s world.
Technical fluency increases with time spent in a program. As youth spend more time in a program, their skill and comfort level with technology increases.  This means better jobs down the road. 

( Participants report positive academic impact.  
Over the course of the evaluation, youth became more optimistic about their school performance and believed they would improve their study skills and graduate high school.  Seventy-seven percent of youth new to the program reported that they would get a good job, compared with 90% of kids who had been in a program for more than three years.
 
Why do these findings matter?
· Provides hard, statistical data, allowing others to improve their programs with proven methods.
· Can be used to make the case for support of similar programs.
· Provides access to survey tools used by MGS so others can leverage them to conduct their own evaluations.
Help Spread the Word

Let people know that the case has been made for youth technology programs.  We no longer need to validate their benefit – we just need to have more of them so we can make the future brighter for today’s youth.




WHAT CAN YOU DO?


Pass along this flyer.


Check out the full report: www.mgs-us.com/cat.htm


Send the report to others and ask them to do the same!








